
40 CHEMICALS PRIORITIZED BY EPA FOR RISK EVALUATION

EPA has published a list of 40 chemicals to begin the prioritization process - the initial step in a new process of
reviewing chemicals currently in commerce under the amended Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA).

"EPA continues to demonstrate its commitment to the successful and timely implementation of the Frank R.
Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act," said EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler. "We are
delivering on the promise of Lautenberg to better assess and manage existing chemicals in commerce and
provide greater certainty and transparency to the American public."

"Initiating a chemical for high or low prioritization does not mean EPA has determined it poses unreasonable
risk or no risk to human health or the environment; it means we are beginning the prioritization process set forth
in Lautenberg," said Alexandra Dapolito Dunn, Assistant Administrator for EPA's Office of Chemical Safety
and Pollution Prevention.

The Agency released this list in order to provide the public an opportunity to submit relevant information such as
the uses, hazards, and exposure for these chemicals. A docket has been opened for each of the 40 chemicals.
The publication of this list in the Federal Register initiates a 90-day public comment period. Publication also
activates a statutory requirement for EPA to complete the prioritization process in the next nine to 12 months,
allowing EPA to designate 20 chemicals as high priority and 20 chemicals as low priority by December 2019.

One of the chemicals identified for high-priority evaluation is formaldehyde, a chemical that has been studied by
EPA's Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) program for many years.

(Environmental Resource Center - 3-25-19)
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